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The god and human, nature and art are together in there, they have created such a perfect
place that it is valuable to see." Lamartine s famous poetic line reveals his love for stanbul,
describing the embracing of two continents, with one arm reaching out to Asia and the other to
Europe.

stanbul, once known as the capital of capital cities, has many unique features. It is the only
city in the world to straddle two continents, and the only one to have been a capital during two
consecutive empires - Christian and Islamic. Once was capital of the Ottoman Empire, stanbul still
remains the commercial, historical and cultural pulse of Turkey, and its beauty lies in its ability to
embrace its contradictions. Ancient and modern, religious and secular, Asia and Europe, mystical
and earthly all co-exist here.

Its variety is one of stanbul s greatest
attractions: The ancient mosques, palaces,
museums and bazaars reflect its diverse
history. The thriving shopping area of
Taksim buzzes with life and entertainment.
And the serene beauty of the stanbul strait,
Princes Islands and parks bring a touch of
peace to the otherwise chaotic metropolis.
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The stanbul Strait

Golden Horn:

This horn-shaped estuary divides European stanbul. One of the best natural harbours in the
world, it was once the centre for the Byzantine and Ottoman navies and commercial shipping
interests. Today, attractive parks and promenades line the shores, a picturesque scene especially as
the sun goes down over the water. At Fener and Balat, neighbourhoods midway up the Golden Horn,
there are entire streets filled with old wooden houses, churches, and synagogues dating from
Byzantine and Ottoman times. The Orthodox Patriarchy resides at Fener and a little further up the
Golden Horn at Eyup, are some wonderful examples of Ottoman architecture. Muslim pilgrims from
all over the world visit Eyup Mosgue and Tomb of Eyup, the Prophet Mohammed'’s standard bearer,
and it is one of the holiest places in Islam. The area is a still a popular burial place, and the hills
above the mosque are dotted with modern gravestones interspersed with ornate Ottoman stones.
The Pierre Loti Cafe, at the top of hill overlooking the shrine and the Golden Horn, is a wonderful
place to enjoy the tranquility of the view.



